MUSIC CUE: "Stock Market Crash Bang Boom" by Mullen Fischer

The story begins with a gradual fade-in of "Stock Market
Crash Bang Boom" - the very song that gave Mullen Fischer his
start. It sounds a like The Rolling Stones' "Rock and a Hard
Place" and "I'll Be You" by The Replacements with a little
bit of electric guitar thrown in. It's not good.

A bit of it plays before fading down for our host, Misha
Pravesh, to speak over it.

FISCHER (SINGING)
The stock market crash / is a comin'
for me / bang boom my heart goes /
boom bang my head says / this life
isn't for me / it's the music life I
need...

MISHA (V.O.)
He was a lone wolf from North Dakota
who became the world's most short-
lived rock sensation of the late '80s.
Most radio listeners have never even
heard his name, but for those inside
the music industry...

TED HUNGSTON (V.0)
Mullen Fischer was a legend. Still is.
He peaked so quickly it was almost
impossible, but man... he made himself
known.

CHANNING GREY (V.O)
Mullen Fischer, huh? I haven't heard
that name in years. Kind of wish you
hadn't brought it up now, actually...

MISHA (V.O.)
Mullen Fischer, the band named after
its lead singer, rose to fame in 1987,
and quickly reached the top of the
charts. Very quickly.

MILLIE VAN ILLY (V.O)
I think his song was number one for

like... a half an hour or something
like that. And it wasn't even the U.S.
charts... I have no idea how he made

so much money off it.



MISHA (V.O.)
But for Fischer, fame was a fickle
mistress.

TED HUNSTON (V.O)
Oh yeah... the legal battles? Wild,
man... I've never seen someone unravel
so fast.

MISHA (V.0.)
And just a few short years after
reaching his dream, Mullen Fischer's
flame was extinguished, almost as
quickly as it was 1lit.

MILLIE VAN ILLY (V.O)
I'll never forget Mullen... I still
have his name tattooed on my--

MUSIC CUE: "Deep Inside The Music" Theme

A music beat hits, cutting Millie off, and the "Deep Inside
The Music" Theme begins to play. Over the music, MISHA
PAVESH, 31, a music journalist who always wanted to solve a
murder, speaks.

MISHA (V.O.)
From Audible comes Deep Inside The
Music... a look into the rock star who
holds the record for the world's
shortest time in the limelight, and
the tragedy that befell him. (beat)
I'm your host, Misha Pravesh.

MUSIC Cue: "Alternate Theme"

Atmospheric music begins to play softly. This will be an
alternate version of theme to be used where Misha is
narrating about her investigation.

MISHA (V.0.)
It was October 1987. The same year
that Aretha Franklin was inducted into
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, and
Elton John had undergone vocal chord
surgery that changed the entire
direction of his career. It was a time
of neon pink clothes and slouch socks.
Apparently.

There's a shuffle of paper and some movement that denotes



that we're in the scene with Misha and COLE, 20, a new
producer who is so incompetent it's like he's trying to get
fired.

These pieces of foley will be added to each in-scene moment.
In-scene moments are written without V.O. or 0.S. shots.

COLE
Do slouch socks set the tone enough? I
don't even know what they are.

MISHA (V.O.)
That's my producer, Cole. He and I
were looking into Mullen Fischer
together.

MISHA
I think so. Slouch socks were like
when you push the top of your socks
down so they wrinkle around your
ankle.

COLE
Were slouch socks a style or a brand?

MISHA
Both? I don't know.

COLE
We should find that out.

MUSIC Cue: "Stock Market Crash Bang Boom" by Mullen Fischer
continues in the background, quietly. After a few seconds, a
recorded interview plays.

FISCHER
One day on my way into work, I was
just slapping my steering wheel when
it hit me... the beat to Stock Market
Crash Bang Boom, my first hit. And I
turned around and went home.

MISHA (V.0.)

That's Fischer himself in an interview
with Meandering Rock magazine in 1987,
just days after his song peaked. They

thought they'd discovered the next big
sensation, but his song was pulled so

fast that running the interview seemed
pointless.



MUSIC Cue: "Stock Market Crash Bang Boom" by Mullen Fischer
swells.

FISCHER (SINGING)
The Market won't ever let us down /
but I might let it go / gotta do this
on my own / cause I've got a craving
for some rock and roll.

MISHA (V.O.)
On October 18th, 1987, Fischer's first
single, "Stock Market Crash Bang Boom"
came out on as a demo mix for Hung
Records. The next day, the song was
picked up by a producer in Japan, and
slid its way to radio stations across
the country. In less than 24 hours,
the song went from mix to number one
on the charts.

FISCHER (V.O)
When the song got pulled, it was like
someone had stabbed me in the liver.
And then pulled out the knife and
stabbed be in the other liver. That's
the organ you have two of, right?

MISHA (V.0.)
It seemed like a tragedy. This man who
suddenly found his calling and was
thrust into stardom got the rug ripped
out from under him. But shortly into
wondering how it could all just
disappear... I got my answer from a
former coworker of Fischer's. We've
disguised his voice to protect his
identity.

DISGUISED VOICE (V.O.)
The stock market tanked immediately.
You've never heard of Black Monday?

MISHA (V.O.)
Which... of course I had. I was a good
journalist, after all...

DISGUISED VOICE (V.0.)
Yeah, it was a whole thing. Fischer
was an investment banker, and he made
this song about how he was turning his
back on the US markets... The very



same day the song goes worldwide and
the global economy tanks? Way too
coincidental. He was fired, too. Worst
money manager we've ever had...

MUSIC Cue: "Stock Market Crash Bang Boom" by Mullen Fischer
swells.

FISCHER (SINGING)
The Market won't ever let us down /
but I might let it go / gotta do this
on my own / cause I've got a craving
for some rock and roll.

MISHA (V.O.)
Even though his song was only played
for 21 minutes, the royalties accrued
were more than enough to pad Fischer's
bank accounts for a long, long time.
Even if he was as bad at managing
money as his coworkers thought.

TED HUNSTON, 61, music producer and "spotter of stars" takes
a seat.

TED HUNGSTON
I'm Ted Hungston, former producer for
Mullen Fischer at Hung Records. And
that one little song made us billions.

MISHA
You made billions of dollars off of 21
minutes?

TED HUNGSTON
Billions of Yen. It was like a couple
hundred thousand dollars. But that was
enough to propel our studio. I became
a tastemaker back in the day -- found
some of the world's best 90s rappers.
I found Eminem back when he went by
"Reese's Piece."

MISHA
Oh wow - that's impressive.

TED HUNGSTON
I passed on him, of course, cause...
who would have known?



A clip from a previously recorded interview,
plays. It has the stereotypical old record sound,

MISHA (V.O.)

So Fischer helped make Hung Records a

profitable label after a single song.

Ted Hungston raved about him for hours

during our interview, and he pointed
me to another producer who said the
same. And that producer pointed me
toward dozens of artists who all
thanked Fischer for their careers.

dated 1989

even though

it was definitely recorded on modern technology. FRANKIE
31 at the time, lead singer for William Skies,
thanks his audience.

ADAMONT,

FRANKIE ADAMONT

Thank you, Cleveland! I'd like to give

a huge shout out to God for blessing
me with these amazing vocal chords...

MISHA (V.0.)

That's right. If you recognize that
voice, it's Frankie Adamont, lead
singer of the legendary rock band
William Skies. THE Frankie Adamont.
And he's performing live in 1989 at
the Veterans Memorial Auditorium.
Here's the rest of the clip...

FRANKIE ADAMONT
I'd also like to give a shout out to
Mullen Fischer for jump starting my
career. I couldn't have done this
without you. Rest in peace, buddy...

MISHA (V.O.)
I couldn't believe it. The list went
on and on of people thanking Fischer
in dozens of interview clips, live
performances and even pictures of
breasts signed "We love you, Mullen
Fischer." (beat) And at first this

documentary series seemed like an easy
task. I know about music... I grew up

with a father who worked in the
industry. He even introduced me to

Mullen Fischer when I was a kid... So

all T had to do was tell this story
about a guy whose promising music
career was pulled out from under him.



There would be plenty of people who
praised his music, and would say it
was unfair what happened to him, and
so on... But shortly into my research
on Fischer, I realized a few things:
He only ever published four songs...
and none of them were any good.

MUSIC CUE: "Seventeen" by Mullen Fischer begins to play. What
sounds like a soulful reminiscing song of being a teen is
actually just Fischer counting for quite a long time. It's a
spoof of a Beatles song they no longer perform... For obvious
reasons.

FISCHER (SINGING)
One / Two / Three / Four / Five...

Microphone tapping again. Ted doesn't sit still well.

TED HUNGSTON
Oh yeah, his songs were horrid. Have
you heard his second single,
"Seventeen?" It's just him counting
for an uncomfortably-long amount of
time. Said he got it from the Beatles.

MISHA (V.O.)
That's former producer Ted Hungston
again.

TED HUNGSTON
His original mix tape was never
supposed to make it out of the studio,
by the way. But Mullen... man, he had
some talent. Not for music, I mean.
No, he was terrible at playing
instruments... singing... but that guy
was convincing.

MISHA
So you sent out the tape because
Fischer asked?

TED HUNGSTON
Oh, I never sent it out. But it made
it somehow...

MISHA (V.O.)
And for every person who loved
Fischer, there were five who hated
him.



A quick drum beat is played. Then sticks are set down by
CHANNING GREY, 54, obnoxious drummer who is way too into
himself.

CHANNING GREY (LAUGHING)
Oh yeah, hehe. Fischer was a terrible
musician.

MISHA (V.O.)
That's Channing Grey, another name I'm
sure everyone recognizes. He was a
former drummer with Mullen Fischer who
went on to become one of the best
soloists of the 90s.

Channing Grey plays more drums, clearly showing off.

CHANNING GREY
He thought "free time" signatures are
what you write on a break. Heh. So how
could you expect him to actually make
a song on his own?

Channing Grey plays more drums, obnoxiously.
A door closes and Cole and Misha are walking outside.

COLE
That guy was a jerk...

MISHA
He was, but he's not wrong.

COLE
Well, it sounded like a normal 80s
song to me. Is that what you guys
liked back then?

MISHA
I was born in 1990.

COLE
Then why are we looking into some
ancient weirdo?

MISHA (V.O.)
Cole was a good kid, but he was green
to the music business, and to
producing. He was sort of a pain in
the ass, but he gets better. And he
did bring up a good point... Why were



we looking into a fat weirdo from
before I was born? Well... It was
because I couldn't let go of the
mystery. It was because of voicemails
like these...

There's a phone click and a voicemail plays.

ANGRY MAN 1
You're the woman calling around for
Fischer, right? Don't.

Dial tone and another click of the voicemail.

SCARY WOMAN 1
If you know what's good for you,
you'll stop asking about that dead son
of a bitch.

Another click of the voicemail. Angry Man 2 is just breathing
heavily into the phone for a few seconds before speaking.

ANGRY MAN 2 (CREEPY)
I swear to god, if I see you creeping
around here again, Steve... Oh- sorry,
wrong number.

MUSIC Cue: "Alternate Theme"

MISHA (V.O.)
For the last year, I've been working
every day trying to figure out how
this song made it to the top of the
charts in the first place. Or, if you
want to get technical, which
apparently I do, how this no-name
performer reached the Japanese music
charts for a total of twenty-one
minutes... And I am not a detective,
or a private investigator. I'm just a
music journalist who knows there's
something more going on here... I
usually only get one threatening call
per week, but this... This was a new
record.

Misha's cell phone rings. She picks up and an automated voice
parodies Serial.

AUTIOMATED WOMAN'S VOICE
Incoming call from... your boss.



JASON (0.S.)
Misha?

MISHA
Hey Jason; how's it going?

JASON (0.S.)
Fine... how are-- Misha, look... Cole
called me and said you were going down
some rabbit hole again...

MISHA
Right...

JASON (0.S.)
Which normally, I'd support. But we
have a deadline on this project. The
other execs want a sample of the first
episode soon.

MISHA
Don't worry, we're wrapping it up
soon. It'll be an open-and-shut single
episode.

JASON (0.S.)
On that Mullen Fischer guy, right?
Good. Then we can get to some more
interesting subjects.

MISHA (V.O.)
Little did I know at the time that
we'd soon uncover something that made
Fischer the most interesting
subject...

A book slams down on a table.

COLE
Why are we in a library?

LIBRARIAN
Shhh!

COLE (WHISPERING)
Why are we in a library?

MISHA (WHISPERING)
Because... I need to know how Fischer
got the song to go viral, and what
happened to him.

10.
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COLE (WHISPERING)
And those answers are in... these
books?

MISHA
Cue the research montage!

LIBRARIAN
Shhhh!

MUSIC CUE: "The Night of the Piranha" by Mullen Fischer
begins to play. It's a gothic love ballad that turns heavy
electronic. Also terrible.

FISCHER (SINGING)
Can I go back home / To the place
where I should be? Or do I stay / In
this place where I am right now?

MISHA (V.0)
In February of 1962, Mullen Henry
Fischer was born to soft spoken
parents William and Martha Fischer in
a small suburb of the Florida Keys. By
all accounts, Fischer's childhood was
fairly normal.

MARTHA FISCHER (V.0.)
My son was a good kid. I never really

remember him listening to music... Or
talking about music... In fact, I
think he pretty much avoided music
until high school... That's why I was
so surprised when he quit his job, you
see.

MISHA (V.O)
And according to interviews with
Mullen's mother from after his rise to
fame, Fischer had dreams of going to
college and moving away.

MARTHA FISCHER (V.O0.)
I always wanted him to come back home
to the Keys, but he was addicted...
Hooked on that big city life.

MISHA (V.0)
It was then after college that Fischer
moved to North Dakota, where he began
his career as an investment banker



with Billford, Billford and Billford.

DISGUISED VOICE
You wouldn't think it, but there was a
lot of hustle and bustle in those
days. Of course, that could have just
been from all the cocaine...

MISHA (V.O)
I managed to track down a few of
Fischer's old coworkers, and from
clips you heard earlier...

DISGUISED VOICE
Oh yeah... Mullen was the worst banker
at the firm. So bad with money.

MISHA
Then why did they keep him?

DISGUISED VOICE
I thought I already mentioned all the
cocaine.

MISHA (V.O)
And it was around that time in 1987
that Fischer started getting into the
music scene. He showed up in photos
and old videos from night clubs around
the city, first as a patron, and then
eventually he'd moved to the stage.
Karaoke bar owners in North Dakota
distinctly remember a man who kept
coming around...

KARAOKE BAR OWNER
I distinctly remember a guy who kept
coming in. It was like once he got a
taste of the 'aoke, he couldn't stop.
He was here at least once a week, and
I know for a fact he hit other bars on
different nights.

MISHA
Thank you, sir. That's very helpful.

Walking sounds as they leave the bar.

MISHA
Cole, we'll have to make sure not to
duplicate the use of words like that

12.
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while writing the scripts, okay?

COLE
Definitely.

MISHA (V.0)
And it was from there that Cole and I
knew that were definitely on to
something. Drugs, night clubs and
Karaoke... a dangerous combination. It
makes you wonder: Back when Mullen
Fischer was driving to his day job as
a banker, when inspiration struck...

FISCHER (V.O)
I was just slapping my steering wheel
when it hit me... And I turned around
and went home.

MISHA (V.O.)
Was he on cocaine even then?

MUSIC CUE: "Stock Market Crash Bang Boom" by Mullen Fischer
swells to a poignant line.

FISCHER (SINGING)
Can't come down / The stock market and
I can't come down / Too high on rock
and roll...

Cole and Misha are back in the library.

COLE
So...

LIBRARIAN
Shh!

COLE (WHISPERING)
So we had a lot of Fischer's history
already, and you have the clips from
interviews about his first song,
right? So what's next?

MISHA (WHISPERING)
These.

There's another slam on the table.

COLE (WHISPERING)
Manilla folders?



MISHA (WHISPERING)
They're legal documents, all revolving
around Mullen. Police documents,
performance contracts, lawsuit
filings...

COLE
He was involved in that much?

LIBRARIAN
Shhhhhh!

COLE (WHISPERING)
Should we really be doing this here?

MISHA (V.O.)

Let's recap: Fischer's song, Stock
Market Crash Bang Boom, was made on
October 18th, 1987. It went out to
Japan radio stations the very next
day, and remained on the top of the
charts for only 21 minutes before it
was pulled down. If you remember back
from when we spoke to Dan Flemming,
Fischer's anonymous former coworker...

DISGUISED VOICE (V.O.)
The stock market tanked that same day.
You've never heard of Black Monday?

MISHA (V.O.)
It turns out, that was pretty good
reason for the song to get pulled.

JAMES HENDRIX
I'm Agent James Hendrix of the
Securities and Exchange Commission, or
the "SEC" as you might know it. We
call it The Commission.

MISHA
That's great....

JAMES HENDRIX
I was on the Mullen Fischer
investigation back in October 1987.
Step one in any potential insider
trading or "market breach case" is
stopping the leak, so we pulled that
song from everywhere immediately. Step
two was bringing Fischer in for



questioning...
An old, poorly-recorded segment of audio plays.

JAMES HENDRIX (RECORDING)
And who tipped you in about the U.S.
Stock Exchange?

FISCHER (RECORDING)
No one, man... The song was just about
my life. Like all good music, it had
an individual message with global
application.

JAMES HENDRIX
After we identified that the 1987
crash was mostly caused by investor
panic and computer projections, we
gave Fischer a test to determine if he
was proficient enough with technology
at the time to predict the crash.

Back to the recording.

JAMES HENDRIX (RECORDING)
Go ahead.

FISCHER (RECORDING)
And I push the space bar to start the
simulation?

JAMES HENDRIX (RECORDING)
There is no simulation. Just use the
mouse to-

FISCHER (RECORDING)
Oh my god. You have two applications
up on the screen at the same time.

JAMES HENDRIX (RECORDING)
Yes, this has been standard for a few

months and-

FISCHER (RECORDING)
I knew this was a simulation.

End of the recording.

MISHA
Was he just faking?



JAMES HENDRIX
He was hooked up to a polygraph, or a
"lie detector" at the time of the
recording. Our analysts confirmed
there was no deception detected in
anything he said. We determined that
he was an innocent idiot.

MISHA (V.O)
The SEC let Fischer go, but refused to
allow distribution of his song. One
mystery solved. And Agent Hendrix
kindly pointed me to a stack of
documents on Fischer. Ones that shows
this was far from his last run-in with
the law.

MUSIC CUE: "The Night of the Piranha" by Mullen Fischer
begins to play.

FISCHER (SINGING)
That night, I'll never forget /
Allison and I got all wet / Down by
the pond / AND THEY ATTACKED!

MISHA (V.O)
Being pulled into an SEC investigation
was the 80s equivalent of hip hop
artists being arrested on the streets
for today's music scene - it built
street cred. Fischer's fame among
audiences may have dried up quickly,
but this was just the start of his
moves behind the stage.

TED HUNGSTON
No other labels would touch Fischer. I
stayed away from him when I could, but
I was able to get him some meetings
with other musicians to see if he
could turn it into a live tour. That's
when he met Allison.

MISHA (V.O)
Stacy Mae Hugh, who also went by the
name of Allison Chains, was a blonde
twenty-something who was notorious
around the up-and-coming music scene.

CHANNING GREY
Allison was smokin'. And she dated

l6.
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everybody. She dated me, she dated
Frankie. She broke up with Frankie for
Fischer. Big mistake.

MISHA (V.0.)
Anticipating Fischer's potential rise
to fame, Allison and Fischer quickly
became an item. Here she is.

ALLISON CHAINS
Fischy and I were great together, at
least at first. He was a genius -
always had a great idea. It was a
thrill to be around.

MISHA (V.0.)
Fischer wrote his second single,
"Night of the Piranha" about his
relationship with Allison. And less
than six months in, Allison and
Fischer married.

ALLISON CHAINS
It was right before he started his
first world tour. Personally, I think
he really just wanted to lock this
down, but...

MISHA
Uhh...

ALLISON CHAINS
I was sad to see him go, but I knew he
had big plans.

MISHA (V.0.)
I asked her about her time with
Fischer, and got a lot of insight into
his life at the time. Some of which
might come in handy, but she was fuzzy
on a lot of the details...

ALLISON CHAINS
My name has always been Allison
Chains. The band named themselves
after me.

MISHA
I-T didn't ask...



MISHA (V.O.)
So Fischer was back. His first hit had
been pulled from the radio, he was
mingling in the music scene and he'd
written his second song.

TED HUNGSTON
Oh no, I didn't produce that one. I
had a brand name to protect now. Have
you heard that song?

MUSIC CUE: "The Night of the Piranha" by Mullen Fischer
swells for the chorus.

FISCHER (SINGING)
And the Piranha's attacked / THEY
ATTACKED/ THEY ATTACKED / They put me
inside them / Down by the pond.

MISHA (V.O.)
With a new song and a new outlook on
life, it was time for Fischer to hit
the road.

TED HUNGSTON
I think he knew that the only way he'd
make some real money in this industry
was to go on tour. The only problem
was...

CHANNING GREY
Fischer was a terrible musician.

MISHA (V.0.)
According to Fischer's former producer
and those that knew him, Fischer
couldn't play the guitar, which was
almost vital back then. And when it
came to singing... Well, you've heard
the lyrics by now. So it begged the
question: How did he plan on going on
tour?

TED HUNGSTON
Like I said, Fischer had some talent
for convincing people. He put a band
together, made everything look like a
real world tour, but he never actually
played a full show. Almost no one
seemed to care.

18.
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MISHA (V.O.)
I got in contact with a few of
Fischer's former musical partners, and
I've got to say... a lot of them are
surprising. We know Fischer worked
with Channing Grey and Frankie
Adamont, both of whom he hired to
perform. Grey was the drummer, and
Adamont was a backup singer. But
Fischer also hired Stone Gossard as
his lead guitarist. Following his work
with Fischer, Gossard would go on to
co-found Pearl Jam and lead the charge
on 90's Grunge.

Stone Gossard, (or whichever real rock star agrees to be in
the series) is riffing on the guitar in the studio for a
moment to set the scene.

GOSSARD
It was an exciting time. My former
band had just broken up a year prior,
and Fischer and I were experimenting
with a big new type of music. We sort
of accidentally invented Grunge one
night in my garage.

MISHA
And you guys had a lineup to play on
the tour?

GOSSARD
Absolutely. It was going to be huge.
But as I'm sure you know... we never

made it on stage.

MISHA (V.O.)
Fischer may have been moderately well
known in the music industry for his
odd breakout success with his first
hit, but in 1989, Fischer's real
legacy began...

GOSSARD
He fired us right before we performed.
Like... all of us, right before we

went on stage.

CHANNING GREY
Yeah, that ass fired me. But what did
I care? He paid us in advance. I just
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didn't have to perform.

MISHA (V.O.)
With an audience full of fans who
purchased tickets, but no band to
perform, Fischer had to... improvise.
Here's a clip recorded live at
London's Wembley Stadium.

A recorded clip begins to play, complete with terrible audio,
mic taps and background cheers.

FISCHER
Hello Londooooon! How are we doing
tonight?

The crowd goes wild.

FISCHER
All right! Let me grab my guitar here,
and we'll get...

MISHA (V.0.)
On the video, Fischer bends down to
pick up his guitar, and then...

FISCHER
Oh god! Is it hot in here? I think
I... oh no...

There's a loud thud as the mic crashes and a gasp from the
crowd.

MISHA (V.0.)
That's right. Fischer clutched his
chest and fell to the floor. It was
his fifth stop along the world tour,
and each time he pulled something like
this. And a few days after, he'd
announced that his heart was fine, and
the tour would continue with a brand
new set of band members.

FISCHER (V.O)
Oh yeah, I was firing everyone left
and right. I fired the bus driver mid
tour once. Just had him stop on the
side of the road and get out. (beat)
Wait - who do you work for?
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MISHA (V.O.)

So Fischer's plan, it seemed, was to
book a big tour across the globe, hire
other musicians to join him, and then
fire them before he actually had to
perform. He even wrote his next single

about it,

but of course, he never

performed it live.

MUSIC CUE: "He's Fired, She's Fired, Firing People Is Fun" by

Mullen Fischer.

FISCHER (SINGING)

Right before the big show / The
drummer's gotta go. / Right as the
curtain's drawn / You were on stage
and now you're gone.

FISCHER (V.0)

I got a taste for it, back then...
Touring was exhilarating, but firing
people? Man... cocaine had nothing on
that addiction.

MISHA (V.O.)

Maybe it was because of Fischer's

charm...
was some

or maybe audiences thought it

sort of new-age art back

then, but tickets to his performances
were sold out. It was almost like
people attended them just to see what
ridiculous thing Fischer would do
next. Until a concert in 1992...

Another clip from a live performance begins to play. Fischer

collapses again.

Oh god...

FISCHER (V.O)
my heart!

SOMEONE FROM THE CROWD

You had a heart attack last time!

Perform!

There's a silence
feedback. Fischer

Oh... um...

You want

and then the microphone moves. We hear

stands back up on the stage.

FISCHER (V.O)
I'm feeling much better.
a song, you say?
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CROWD
Yes!

FISCHER (V.O)
Alright... let's um...

The clip ends.

TED HUNGSTON
That performance was the biggest
mistake of Fischer's life.

MISHA (V.O.)
We had to cut the clip there for
liability reasons. And this is the
part of Fischer's history that I knew
growing up. My dad would always tell
me the story of how Mullen Fischer
played and sang the song Ripple in
1992 in front of stage full of fans.
For those who don't know the name,
Ripple was a song originally performed
by the Grateful Dead in 1970.
Normally, a band doing a cover of a
song wouldn't have been a problem, but
Fischer took it a bit too far. Here's
a clip of what happened shortly after
that performance.

There are papers shuffling and an uncomfortable silence.
Fischer is in a court room. The judge slams the gavel because
we need to portray a court scene...

JUDGE
Mister Fischer, you have been served
multiple cease and desist letters by
the prosecutors, yet you are adamant
that you've done nothing wrong. Is
that what you're telling me here?

FISCHER
Yes, you're honor. I am the original
creator of the song, which I've called
"Thought Is Fleeting."

PROSECUTOR
Your honor, the song is the same. The
lyrics; the beat. He even played a
recording of the song as he sang over
it on stage.



FISCHER
Those were my tunes that were played
on the harp unstrung.

MISHA (V.0.)
From 1992 to mid-1994, Fischer fought
tooth and nail against the Grateful
Dead's lawyers. Even though he was
found guilty and charged a hefty fine,
Fischer continued to speak out in the
press and perform the song in dive
bars; essentially the only place he
could still get hired.

TED HUNGSTON
He spent all of the money he'd made on
those legal battles.

ALLISON CHAINS
Every few days, I'd get another letter
about another fine. He just kept
going... paying every time he
performed.

Misha and Cole are back in the library.

COLE (WHISPERING)
What a sad spiral...

MISHA (WHISPERING)
I told you.

COLE (WHISPERING)
What else do we need to look into?

MISHA (WHISPERING)
Death records, unfortunately...

MISHA (V.0.)
It was the summer of 1994. Fischer's
bank account had run dry, and he and
Allison were divorcing. Whatever fame
Fischer hoped to achieve only a few
years earlier had slipped right
through his fingers.

TED HUNGSTON
One night after the divorce finalized,
he came by the studio. We talked and
drank a bit. He asked me to record his
latest song, and... I couldn't. It was

23.
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heartbreaking for both of us, but he
knew his time in the music business
was over. (beat) I still blame myself
for what happened next...

MISHA (V.O.)
The meteoric rise and tragic fall of
Mullen Fischer came to a conclusion on
August 4th, 1994. (beat) Fischer took
a gig aboard the S.S. Boozie Cruisin',
a party cruise line set for Jamaica.
Details on what happened are scarce,
but from what we do know is that
Fischer never showed up for curtain
call. One employee reported seeing him
drinking and standing on the front of
the boat, mumbling about flying. The
next thing they saw was Fischer's body
tumble off the deck and into the
waters below...

MUSIC CUE: "Stock Market Crash Bang Boom" by Mullen Fischer.

FISCHER (SINGING)
This life isn't for me / it's the
music life I need...

Cole and Misha are back in the library.

MISHA
The body was never even recovered
because they were in between
international waters. No side wanted
to send out a recovery boat.

COLE
That's it? After all that, he throws
himself overboard?

MISHA
That's it. Here's his death
certificate.

She hands Cole a paper.

COLE
And Allison just divorced him? Ted
just moved on and found other
clients... Mullen started all of their
careers, and more! He lost
everything...
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MISHA
And we never even found out who leaked
Fischer's mix tape to the Japanese
radio producers. But, I guess we can't
tie up all loose ends in time for our
episode for Jason...

There's a bunch of paper shuffling as Misha packs.

COLE
Wait, what about these files? We
didn't go through them ye.

Cole hands her the files. She leafs through.

MISHA
It says 2016... Why is there anything
in his files after his death?

COLE
Did someone else sue him?

MISHA (V.0.)
And that's when we discovered it.
That's when the investigation took a
turn from mildly interesting, to my
first big case which would change our
lives forever. (beat) What we found
inside that file was a transcript from
a police investigation in 2016. That
transcript led us to the source video,
which was taken from the cell phone of
a bar patron in southern Philadelphia.
It's dimly 1lit, and according to the
time stamp, was recorded on September
14th, 2016 at 1:30 in the morning. The
clip is only a few seconds long, and
starts focused on a woman walking to
the side of the stage. The camera pans
as she steps up. The band that's
playing ends their song as she
approaches. We can't see their faces
from the video, but we could hear
alright with the quality. Here's what
plays.

The audio starts. As Misha describes, a band ends their hip-
hop-esque song. The microphone taps as the woman grabs it.

LYNETTE LIBSCOMB
Thank you everyone for coming out
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tonight. Give it up for... what was
your band name now? Lil' Fisch?

Mullen Fischer leans into the microphone and we hear his
unmistakable voice.

FISCHER
Actually, it's rapper Fischer Price
now.

MUSIC CUE: "Deep Inside The Music" theme begins to play. Over
it, Misha speaks and clips play.

MISHA (V.0.)
Coming up on this season of Deep
Inside The Music.

ALLISON CHAINS
I always knew Fischer was alive. He
owes me a ton of alimony.

DISGUISED VOICE
Take my advice, and go home. This is
bigger than you.

COLE
Who fell off the boat then?

AUTIOMATED WOMAN'S VOICE
Incoming call from... Philadelphia
State Prison.

LYNETTE LIBSCOMB
I loved Mullen... I did this for him.

JAMES HENDRIX
I'm Agent James Hendrix of the SEC.

MISHA
We know. I spoke to you last week.

JAMES HENDRIX
Right... Well, I heard you were asking
around about Fischer's mixed tape. I'm
here to tell you whatever you want to
know.

End.
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DETATLED EPISODE BREAKDOWN FOR THE REST OF THE SEASON:

2. Misha and Cole head to south Philly in search of the night
club where Fischer performed. We learn more about Fischer'’s
lawsuit, the legal proceedings and how he could have
potentially faked his death. Meanwhile, Misha’s boss asks her
to throw in the towel and report on the music story. Locals
eventually tell them it was shut down after a raid. Misha and
Cole talk to the police to learn more, but come up empty
handed. Dejected and about to board their plane back home,
Misha gets held by TSA on the no-fly list for looking into
the o0ld nightclub.

3. Misha is interrogated by the FBI, who eventually realize
she's not involved in the secret drug ring being run out of
the nightclub. During her questioning, she talks about a man
who performed there in 2016. The full phone video was
actually flagged because it was evidence in the drug ring. In
the background, the nightclub owner hugs Fischer and then
passes drugs to a member on the dance floor. Misha learns
about the owner of the nightclub, Lynette Libscomb, and gets
a meeting with her in prison. Lynette knows the man from 2016
- he was her boyfriend. She also knows what happened to him
after they broke up and where he’s currently living.

4. Misha and Cole have chased the rabbit as far down the hole
as Jason is willing to let them - all the way down to
Florida. After asking around, they’re pointed to a little
dive bar that has an open mic night. A few terrible
performances later, the bar is closing with no sign of
Fischer. As the janitor comes in to close up, they recognize
him.. Mullen Fischer, alive and.. old. Back at Fischer'’'s run-
down apartment, Misha and Cole sit awkwardly among the dozens
of music posters, memorabilia and amps. Fischer is pacing and
furious that he’s been recognized. Misha graciously fills him
in, unable to hold back her enthusiasm. Once she’s done -
Fischer brings her up to speed since then: Lynette dumped him
in 2016, telling him to never return to the nightclub. After
a few sad weeks alone, he returned only to find it closed up.
At that moment, Fischer vowed to never play music again, and
he hasn’t since. Misha is thrilled and has what she wants to
wrap up the story, but Cole thinks they should stay and help
Fischer fall back in love with music.

5. News flash: Fischer is a terrible musician. All the
evidence has always pointed that way, but since no one has
ever heard him perform live, Misha and Cole are blown away at
just how bad he is. They go through all of his discography,
trying to find a genre that he didn’t sound terrible in, and
after a painstaking process that mirrors a music montage,
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they stumble across a song from 2015 that’s pretty catchy - a
love ballad dedicated to one Lynette Libscomb..

6. There’s no place like south Philly, and Misha, Cole and
Fischer wait in the prison for Lynette’s visiting hour.
Fischer needs answers, and he finally gets them. Lynette
always loved him, so much in fact that she couldn’t bear the
thought of anything bad happening to him. Once she heard that
she was being looked into by the FBI, she broke up with
Fischer and told him never to return. But her connections on
the outside kept an eye on him and updated her whenever they
could. Fischer and Lynette try to pick up right where they
left off (to the chagrin of everyone in the prison visiting
room, including the guards). Fischer asks Lynette to marry
him, even though she’s never getting out of prison. Fischer
runs off after their visit, and Misha and Cole plan their
trip home, filling in Jason of course. Before they can leave,
though, there’s one more thing they have to do: Attend the
jailhouse wedding of Fischer and Lynette. And as a final
surprise to Lynette, and a thank you to Misha and Cole,
Fischer plays a song after the ceremony. And it doesn’t suck.

As the series closes and begins to wrap up nicely, Misha
wonders what ever caused Fischer's song to hit the top charts
in Japan that year in 1987. As she checks her phone, she has
a voicemail. It's the FBI agent from Episode 3... and he's
got answers. (To be continued...)



